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Ma,u.ys BunT)e, senior bookstore manager, has been in the UMM text books 
business for thirty-three years. She joined the general services staff in 1971 
with responsibilities for book orders and associated accounts payable. In 1982 
she accepted the bookstore supervisor position, overseeing the entire operation 
and adding management responsibilities. She also supervised post office staff 
for several years. Two of many significant happenings in her career include the 
"point of sale" software addition to operations in 1999 and the bookstore 
relocation to the new science building in 2000. Marlys retires in June, and she 
knows what will be missed the most: "I'm going to miss the people, including 
the students. I've worked with people all my life, and the Bookstore staff 
members are the greatest. I've had good crews, and we've worked very well 
together." Marlys is a recipient of the 2004 Outstanding Support Staff Award. 
Ron Cline, senior maintenance painter, kept UMM facilities, both inside and 
out, looking fresh and inviting for thirty years. Keeping the buildings in good 
condition was challenging, especially the historic buildings, but it was also 
very satisfying work. His most memorable project was renovating the main 
floor of Spooner Hall. "Harold Fahl, former plant services director, gave me 
the 'green light' to put it back the way it was in 1915 when it was built. The 
solid maple in that building is beautiful. It was a lot of work but very reward-
ing." Since his retirement in October 2003, Ron has devoted more time to a 
favorite hobby, restoring antique furniture. 
MaXIam Fxeniex, professor of history, joined the faculty in 1978. She 
introduced courses in women's history and women's studies, and she was one 
of the leading forces for the establishment of the women's studies minor in 
1979 and the major in 2000. Mimi served on numerous U of Mand UMM 
committees as well as the Commission on Women's first chair and the history 
discipline coordinator. She is the recipient of the Academy of Distinguished 
Teachers Award, the University College Distinguished Teaching Award and the 
Horace T. Morse Award. Mimi authored Good-bye Heathcliff: Changing 
Heroes, Heroines, Roles and Values in Women's Category Romances as well as 
numerous published articles and papers. 
Helen Kol.den, residential life building and grounds worker, accepted a part-
time position with UMM in 1992. She served in Food Service and Vending 
before beginning a full-time Gay Hall position in 1994. Helen enjoys working 
with her fellow staff members and getting to know the students, especially 
those who work with the staff during the summer months. States Helen: "It is 
really nice when the students come back to see you." Helen is a 2004 Out-
standing Support Staff Award recipient. She retires in June 2004. 
AR.3an, LaRSon, technical services librarian, accepted a position as UMM 
cataloguer while still attending graduate school. When she arrived on campus 
the fall of 1966, Provost Rodney Briggs informed Ardath she was acting 
director. Her "seat of the pants" first year began by cataloging 1000 back-
logged books. During her UMM career, Ardath worked on every stage of the 
library's automation. Briggs Library began utilizing computers as an important 
library tool in 1973, early in the technology explosion. In 1989 Ardath was 
instrumental in establishing UMM's in-house library database, and she played 
HonoR.ed RenR.ees 
a key role in the 2003 merger with the integrated U of M national database. 
Ardath remembers the move from the Dewey Decimal system to the Library of 
Congress system as an especially memorable library project. In 1989, most 
books in UMM's collection received a new spine label and were moved to a 
different shelf under the new system. It took the entire summer to relocate all 
the books. "It was like a puzzle to be sorted out," remembers Ardath, "and it 
was fun." Ardath is the 2003 recipient of the Morris Academic Staff Award. 
Ro~K McCannon, director of Continuing Education, Regional Programs and 
Summer Session on the Morris campus since 1975, is also the director of the 
Center for Small Towns. Under his leadership, the staff of Continuing Educa-
tion have developed programs such as the.Regional Advising Service, the 
Center for International Programs, GenEdWeb and the Center for Small 
Towns. He directed several major regional outreach projects including the 
Small Business Resource Center, the Western Minnesota Consortium for 
Higher Education, the Minnesota Rural Leadership Program and the Sisseton-
Wahpeton College Center. Roger played a key role in the establishment of the 
West Central Minnesota Initiative Fund. He has researched adult learning in 
rural areas, published articles and reports on community development and 
authored or coauthored over 100 successful grant proposals resulting in major 
funding for the University and regional organizations. Roger is the 2000 
recipient of the University-wide Academic Staff Award. 
Ve1tnon Moh1t, senior maintenance plumber, appreciates the many benefits 
received through his UMM employment-steady paycheck, paid vacations, 
forty-hour work week, but more importantly he values the friendships made 
with staff and students. States Vernon: "I've enjoyed working with some really 
swell guys, and I've come to know a lot of students, some who still look me up 
when they are back in town." Vernon began working at UMM in 1978 under 
the mentorship of Leroy Krueger, then senior plumber. His last day of service 
was July 1, 2003. He is enjoying four favorite activities: spending time with 
his grandchildren, fishing, hunting and golfing. 
V11tqzn1a Scbmz3qall, residential life building and grounds worker, started 
working part time in Food Services in 1988 and transferred to Turtle Mountain 
Cafe when it opened. Virginia began custodial work in 1993, first in Gay Hall 
and then in HFA and Behmler Hall. After a few years, she had an opportunity 
to return to residential life. She's been on staff at Independence Hall ever 
since. Virginia loves working among the students and finds it very rewarding. 
Her most memorable recollection of her UMM years happened on Commence-
ment Day. A soon-to-be graduate she befriended in Gay Hall sought her out in 
HFA where she was then working. He thanked Virginia for all she had done for 
him saying, "Virginia, if it hadn't been for you that first year I attended UMM, 
I would have quit. You listened to us, and you were like a mother away from 
home. It meant a lot to all of the students." Virginia cherishes the memory. 
Ray Sz&ul, assistant professor of German, began his career at UMM in 1966. 
He was coordinator of foreign languages for ten years and served as the 
German discipline coordinator until his retirement. Ray was director of the 
language lab from 1970 until it changed over to the Language Teaching Center 
in 1997. He developed several new German courses, among them the popular 
German Literature in Film course, which for many years was one of its kind at 
UMM. From 1978 to 1993, Ray conducted and directed the UMM winter 
quarter in Germany study abroad program, teaching German courses to UMM 
students in Kassel, Germany, for ten weeks, every three years. This study 
abroad program was initiated in 1975 by former UMM Professor of German 
Vicky Wood and supported by former UMM Chancellor Jack Imholte. Ray 
served three years on the U of M Senate Judicial Committee, as well as on 
numerous UMM committees. Above all, Ray loved teaching and advising at 
UMM. 
Rose Thompson, principal administrative specialist, began working in Con-
tinuing Education in 1989 in a temporary position. She enjoyed getting to 
know the Humanities faculty-"over 60 different personalities"-when she 
job-shared with Kathy (Cooper) Murphy and Jayne Hacker in the Humanities 
Division office before accepting a full-time position in the Office of Residen-
tial Life in 1994. The residential advisors and directors made each day interest-
ing. "I've always been so amazed by their maturity," says Rose, "And they 
liked to have fun, too." Rose remembers a spring break during which several 
students traveled to Hawaii. She teased the students saying the staff was going, 
too. Before the students left, they found a way into Res Life and decorated the 
office with handmade posters of tropical birds and palm trees. "They brought 
Hawaii to us," she remembers with a smile. Rose enjoyed working with the 
residential life staff, especially the custodians, and Dave Aronson, Henry Fulda 
and Larry Christenson. She retired in February. 
BaKkaKa Val.nes, principal accounts specialist, began her thirty-three years 
at UMM working with Vern Brown and Charlie Jones in the general services/ 
Campus Security office which included transportation, vending, bookstore, 
duplicating, food service and security. Barb coordinated vending reports, and 
billing and accounts payable for these service areas. For many years she 
scheduled vehicles, which provided an opportunity to became acquainted with 
many members of the campus community. The task had interesting challenges, 
like calls as early as 5:30 a.m. because a vehicle wasn't available as arranged. 
After several campus office reorganizations, Barb became a member of the 
current business office team in 1985 and handles accounts payable for the 
entire campus. Barb feels blessed to have worked with such wonderful cowork-
ers and says, "It's been remarkable." 
B,wce Wakepe~, building and grounds worker, began his work at UMM in 
1991 in Science and completed his tenure in July of 2003 in Humanities and 
the lower level of Briggs Library. Bruce remembers well how satisfying it was 
at the end of the summer to see all the floors finished and ready for the new 
academic year. He '11 miss the camaraderie enjoyed with faculty and staff, and 
also getting to know the students and following their progress throughout their 
years at UMM. His favorite memories include a student who played several 
flute selections for him when he expressed an interest in her music, and also a 
parent who after commencement thanked him for befriending her daughter. For 
Bruce, these examples illustrate "why we are all here-for the students." 
Bruce is a 2003 recipient of the Outstanding Support Staff Award. 
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rural areas, published articles and reports on community development and 
authored or coauthored over 100 successful grant proposals resulting in major 
funding for the University and regional organizations. Roger is the 2000 
recipient of the University-wide Academic Staff Award. 
Ve1tnon Moh1t, senior maintenance plumber, appreciates the many benefits 
received through his UMM employment-steady paycheck, paid vacations, 
forty-hour work week, but more importantly he values the friendships made 
with staff and students. States Vernon: "I've enjoyed working with some really 
swell guys, and I've come to know a lot of students, some who still look me up 
when they are back in town." Vernon began working at UMM in 1978 under 
the mentorship of Leroy Krueger, then senior plumber. His last day of service 
was July 1, 2003. He is enjoying four favorite activities: spending time with 
his grandchildren, fishing, hunting and golfing. 
V11tqzn1a Scbmz3qall, residential life building and grounds worker, started 
working part time in Food Services in 1988 and transferred to Turtle Mountain 
Cafe when it opened. Virginia began custodial work in 1993, first in Gay Hall 
and then in HFA and Behmler Hall. After a few years, she had an opportunity 
to return to residential life. She's been on staff at Independence Hall ever 
since. Virginia loves working among the students and finds it very rewarding. 
Her most memorable recollection of her UMM years happened on Commence-
ment Day. A soon-to-be graduate she befriended in Gay Hall sought her out in 
HFA where she was then working. He thanked Virginia for all she had done for 
him saying, "Virginia, if it hadn't been for you that first year I attended UMM, 
I would have quit. You listened to us, and you were like a mother away from 
home. It meant a lot to all of the students." Virginia cherishes the memory. 
Ray Sz&ul, assistant professor of German, began his career at UMM in 1966. 
He was coordinator of foreign languages for ten years and served as the 
German discipline coordinator until his retirement. Ray was director of the 
language lab from 1970 until it changed over to the Language Teaching Center 
in 1997. He developed several new German courses, among them the popular 
German Literature in Film course, which for many years was one of its kind at 
UMM. From 1978 to 1993, Ray conducted and directed the UMM winter 
quarter in Germany study abroad program, teaching German courses to UMM 
students in Kassel, Germany, for ten weeks, every three years. This study 
abroad program was initiated in 1975 by former UMM Professor of German 
Vicky Wood and supported by former UMM Chancellor Jack Imholte. Ray 
served three years on the U of M Senate Judicial Committee, as well as on 
numerous UMM committees. Above all, Ray loved teaching and advising at 
UMM. 
Rose Thompson, principal administrative specialist, began working in Con-
tinuing Education in 1989 in a temporary position. She enjoyed getting to 
know the Humanities faculty-"over 60 different personalities"-when she 
job-shared with Kathy (Cooper) Murphy and Jayne Hacker in the Humanities 
Division office before accepting a full-time position in the Office of Residen-
tial Life in 1994. The residential advisors and directors made each day interest-
ing. "I've always been so amazed by their maturity," says Rose, "And they 
liked to have fun, too." Rose remembers a spring break during which several 
students traveled to Hawaii. She teased the students saying the staff was going, 
too. Before the students left, they found a way into Res Life and decorated the 
office with handmade posters of tropical birds and palm trees. "They brought 
Hawaii to us," she remembers with a smile. Rose enjoyed working with the 
residential life staff, especially the custodians, and Dave Aronson, Henry Fulda 
and Larry Christenson. She retired in February. 
BaKkaKa Val.nes, principal accounts specialist, began her thirty-three years 
at UMM working with Vern Brown and Charlie Jones in the general services/ 
Campus Security office which included transportation, vending, bookstore, 
duplicating, food service and security. Barb coordinated vending reports, and 
billing and accounts payable for these service areas. For many years she 
scheduled vehicles, which provided an opportunity to became acquainted with 
many members of the campus community. The task had interesting challenges, 
like calls as early as 5:30 a.m. because a vehicle wasn't available as arranged. 
After several campus office reorganizations, Barb became a member of the 
current business office team in 1985 and handles accounts payable for the 
entire campus. Barb feels blessed to have worked with such wonderful cowork-
ers and says, "It's been remarkable." 
B,wce Wakepe~, building and grounds worker, began his work at UMM in 
1991 in Science and completed his tenure in July of 2003 in Humanities and 
the lower level of Briggs Library. Bruce remembers well how satisfying it was 
at the end of the summer to see all the floors finished and ready for the new 
academic year. He '11 miss the camaraderie enjoyed with faculty and staff, and 
also getting to know the students and following their progress throughout their 
years at UMM. His favorite memories include a student who played several 
flute selections for him when he expressed an interest in her music, and also a 
parent who after commencement thanked him for befriending her daughter. For 
Bruce, these examples illustrate "why we are all here-for the students." 
Bruce is a 2003 recipient of the Outstanding Support Staff Award. 
Ma,u.ys BunT)e, senior bookstore manager, has been in the UMM text books 
business for thirty-three years. She joined the general services staff in 1971 
with responsibilities for book orders and associated accounts payable. In 1982 
she accepted the bookstore supervisor position, overseeing the entire operation 
and adding management responsibilities. She also supervised post office staff 
for several years. Two of many significant happenings in her career include the 
"point of sale" software addition to operations in 1999 and the bookstore 
relocation to the new science building in 2000. Marlys retires in June, and she 
knows what will be missed the most: "I'm going to miss the people, including 
the students. I've worked with people all my life, and the Bookstore staff 
members are the greatest. I've had good crews, and we've worked very well 
together." Marlys is a recipient of the 2004 Outstanding Support Staff Award. 
Ron Cline, senior maintenance painter, kept UMM facilities, both inside and 
out, looking fresh and inviting for thirty years. Keeping the buildings in good 
condition was challenging, especially the historic buildings, but it was also 
very satisfying work. His most memorable project was renovating the main 
floor of Spooner Hall. "Harold Fahl, former plant services director, gave me 
the 'green light' to put it back the way it was in 1915 when it was built. The 
solid maple in that building is beautiful. It was a lot of work but very reward-
ing." Since his retirement in October 2003, Ron has devoted more time to a 
favorite hobby, restoring antique furniture. 
MaXIam Fxeniex, professor of history, joined the faculty in 1978. She 
introduced courses in women's history and women's studies, and she was one 
of the leading forces for the establishment of the women's studies minor in 
1979 and the major in 2000. Mimi served on numerous U of Mand UMM 
committees as well as the Commission on Women's first chair and the history 
discipline coordinator. She is the recipient of the Academy of Distinguished 
Teachers Award, the University College Distinguished Teaching Award and the 
Horace T. Morse Award. Mimi authored Good-bye Heathcliff: Changing 
Heroes, Heroines, Roles and Values in Women's Category Romances as well as 
numerous published articles and papers. 
Helen Kol.den, residential life building and grounds worker, accepted a part-
time position with UMM in 1992. She served in Food Service and Vending 
before beginning a full-time Gay Hall position in 1994. Helen enjoys working 
with her fellow staff members and getting to know the students, especially 
those who work with the staff during the summer months. States Helen: "It is 
really nice when the students come back to see you." Helen is a 2004 Out-
standing Support Staff Award recipient. She retires in June 2004. 
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the fall of 1966, Provost Rodney Briggs informed Ardath she was acting 
director. Her "seat of the pants" first year began by cataloging 1000 back-
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instrumental in establishing UMM's in-house library database, and she played 
HonoR.ed RenR.ees 
a key role in the 2003 merger with the integrated U of M national database. 
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